
CULTURE CALENDAR VARNA 

01.05. - 30.09.2021

15.03. - 08.05.2021 - 18th European music festival - Varna

Venues: Festival and congress center Varna, City art gallery "Boris Georgiev"

This festival was established in 2004 under the initiative of Elite Music Agency in

partnership with Cantus Firmus. The festival’s program includes symphony,

chamber concerts and recitals.

01.05. - 30.06.2021 - International Photographic Salon

Venues: City art gallery "Boris Georgiev", outdoor venues in the city

Established in 2003 as a national photograph salon, in 2007 it turned into an

international event held annually, featuring professional and amateur

photographers from all over the world.

09.05.2021 - International Marathon Varna 2021

Venue: Varna city

The sixth edition of the International Marathon 2021 will take place on 9th of May

2021 in Varna. The goal of the largest marathon events is to introduce to the

participants the rich cultural, historical and tourist sights of the places where the

events are where held.

Varna Marathon is becoming very popular and attracts more and more

participants each year.

15.05.2021, 20:00hrs - TODES ballet #Continued

Venue: Palace of culture and sports

New dance performance #Continued to be presented in Varna

15.05. - 22.05.2021 - Europa Cup Laser Class 2021

Venue: Varna port

At the annual general meeting of the European Association of Laser Class in 2019,

held in Warsaw, the city of Varna was approved to host and conduct the European

Cup Laser Class for the third time. More than 300 participants from 40 countries

are expected.



21.05.2021 - Summer tourist season opening

Venue: Varna port

21.05.2021 - B.T.R, concert

Venue: Festival and congress center Varna, hall 1

Concert of the famous Bulgarian rock band B.T.R.

22.05. - 23.05.2021 - 34th European Kyokushin Karate Championship

Venues: "Cherno more" sport complex, "Vladislav" hall

May 22-23, 2021 in Varna the 34th European Kyokushin Karate Championship will be

held.700 participants from 27 countries are expected to participate in the event.

24.05. - 30.05.2021 - Sport Gymnastics World Cup

Venue: Palace of culture and sports

Sport Gymnastics World Cup will bring participants from all over the world.

26.05. - 29.05.2021 - International literature festival "Varna lit"

Varna lit main goal is to develop children's creativity and talant by meeting well

known artists in the fields of literature and arts.

01.06. - 31.10.2021 - International festival of red cross and health films

Venue: Festival and Congress center Varna

The International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films – Varna was founded in

1964. The Founders, the Bulgarian Red Cross, supported by the Bulgarian state

institutions, by the International Federation /the League, by that time/ of Red Cross

and Red Crescent Societies, by the International Committee of Red Cross and Red

Crescent, by the World Health Organization and by UNESCO. Its exclusive

importance as an international forum, penetrating in depth into the most urgent

humanitarian problems of nowadays, is proved by the highest in cinematography “A”

certification /like those given to Cannes, Venice and Berlin/, given to the

International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films – Varna.

01.06. - 11.06.2021 - International Theater Festival "Varna summer"

Venues: Drama theater, State puppet theater – Varna, City art gallery,

Archeological museum, Roman thermal baths, etc.



Core Program – symphony and chamber music

International Summer Music Academy

Music Lab – Varna

Renaissance and Baroque Music

Opera and Ballet

Crossover

Intermezzo – in partnership with the “Varna Summer” International Theater

Festival “

Varna Summer for Kids” - series of educational concerts

Parallel Program – exhibitions, films, conferences and others

The Varna Summer International Theater Festival is the theater event of largest

international dimensions in Bulgaria. It is held every year between 1 and 11 June in

Varna within the framework of the Varna Summer Festival of Arts. Its main purpose

is to present the leading trends of Bulgarian and international stage practice and to

create a space for intercultural dialogue, exchange and to be a showcase. The

program is structures as a mosaic of modules. "Selected Bulgarian Performances"

is focused on the achievements of Bulgarian scene during the current season. The

international selection presents a variety of stage forms and leading trends from

Europe and the world. The Showcase program focuses on innovative productions of

contemporary theater, dance and performance presented to international theater

managers. The parallel program is open to a variety of partner initiatives,

discussions, workshops, theoretical conferences, lectures, book presentations,

exhibitions and concerts.

11.06. - 13.06.2021 - European Championship in rhythmic gymnastics 2021

Varna will be hosting European Championship in rhythmic gymnastics 2021 for the

first time. The event will be qualification for the World Championship in rhythmic

gymnastics 2022 which is going to be held in Bulgaria.

15.06. - 30.08.2021 - Opera at the Summer Theatre, Varna 2021

Venue: Summer Theatre, Varna

26.06. - 31.10.2021 - 95 Years “Varna summer” International Music Festival

Venues: Festival and Congress Center, City Art Gallery, Open-air Theater, Aula of

the University of Economic, courtyard of the Archaeological Museum

“Varna Summer” International Music Festival is the first music festival in Bulgaria,

founded in 1926 in the city of Varna.

The Festival has multi-genre character and includes the following modules:



27.06.2021 - Lili Ivanova, 2021 tour

Venue: Varna open air theater

Famous Bulgarian singer Lili Ivanova will be performing in Varna

07.07. - 19.07.2021 - European Beach Handball Championship

Venue: Varna South Beach

European Beach Handball Championship in categories: men, women, men's junior,

women's junior.

09.07.2021 - "Let's listen to some cinema", concert

Venue: Varna open air theater

Hilda Kazasyan performing together with the Pleven Philharmonic Orchestra The

program selects the most well-known and favorite all time melodies from Bulgarian

feature films. 

Special guests: Teodosii Spasov, Valeri Petrov

10.07. - 17.07.2021 - Varna Summer International Jazz Festival

Venue: Varna Archaeological Museum

Anatoly Vapirov started the festival in 1992. By now the festival has proven itself as

one of the few "Avant-garde" Jazz festivals in the world.

01.08. - 05.08.2021 - 30th International Folklore Festival "Varna Summer"

Venue: Varna Summer theater, "Rakovina" stage, outdoor stages

International Folklore Festival "Varna Summer" was founded in 1992 under Varna

Municipality initiative. It is held annually in the first week of August.

01.08.2021 - 81st Galata Traditional Swimming Maraton

Venue: Varna bay

The Galata Traditional Swimming Maraton – Varna is held every year on the first

Sunday of August. The event is open to all citizens and guests of Varna, who are

over 12 years old.

04.08. - 08.08.2021 - “The Quarantine” international film festival

Venue: "Quarantine" fishing village, Asparuhovo district



“The Quarantine” is an international short film festival aimed at popularizing young

and unknown authors among professional filmmakers’ circles. The festival is

organized on completely voluntary basis, there are no screening fees and nobody

receives any payment. 

The festival takes place on the beach at “The Quarantine” fishing village which is the

last standing fishing village in Varna, Bulgaria. The village is in danger of

disappearing because a luxury residential complex is under construction on the

coastline behind it. By provoking cultural exchange between contemporary artists

from the whole world and locals, we intend to turn the fishing village into a culture

and art zone and to preserve the fishermen’s way of life.

The name of the region “The Quarantine” comes from the past when sailors from

commercial ships entering the harbor with suspicion of some kind of disease were

taken ashore at the beach for the quarantine period of 40 days. In case they

showed no signs of illness, they were allowed access to town. Nowadays, the young

authors who have not found their realization yet are in the state of a “Quarantine” –

isolated by professional filmmakers’ circles. In analogy to the history of the

location, we decided to name the festival “The Quarantine”.

12.08. - 15.08.2021  - Cor Caroli International Regatta 2021

Venue: Varna bay

Cor Caroli International Regatta is traditionally held in Varna within the days just

before the city's official holiday. 40 keel yachts will be participating in the event.

The Cor Caroli Regatta was founded in 1992 in memory of Captain Georgi Georgiev,

the first Bulgarian to participate in the OSTAR Transatlantic Regatta, in 1976. After

that race, he was the first Bulgarian to sail around the world, leaving from Havana

on 20 December 1976, and finishing there too.

Prize giving ceremony is on Varna official holiday - 15th of August.

13.08. - 30.09.2021  - International print biennial 2021

Venue: Varna city art gallery "Boris Georgiev"

14.08. - 23.08.2021 - European Handball Men's 18 Championship

Venue: Palace of culture and sports

European Handball men's championship (age category under 18) will be held in the

Palace of culture and sports Varna between 14th and 23th of August 2021.

15.08. - 20.08.2021 - RADAR festival

RADAR festival was established in 2014.



It has now become one of the most progressive events in Bulgaria. Music and its

contemporary transformation through communication with other art forms is the

festival’s theme. With its wide variety of concerts, presentations, workshops, events

for children and lectures, RADAR reaches to new audiences, new spaces, and new

friends.

RADAR spots points of convergence between various music genres and trends, as

well as between music and other art forms like film, video art, poetry, spoken word,

contemporary theater and dance, and probably the most creative sector nowadays

– that of new technologies.

RADAR searches for forms of creativity that go beyond traditionally constructed

boundaries; it looks for purity of artistic expression and supports authentic

experience.

The festival has been recognized by the European Festival Association and has been

awarded an EFFE label.

22.08. - 23.08.2021 - Sky wonders - Kite festival

Venue: Asparuhovo Beach, Varna

Having held a sequence of successful festivals in the last seven years, we are happy

to announce the 8th edition of Varna Kite Festival in 2020. We decided to delight

again the residents and visitors of the region of Varna and fill the sky with colorful

kites on 22 and 23 August, 2020.

This year, the event will feature demonstrators and kite masters from several

countries. 

Kites have been objects of interest and fascination to people throughout the world

for at least 2000 years. Some people think that kites may have been invented even

earlier, suggesting that kites were being flown in China as long ago as 1000 BC.

Today it is more popular than ever, it is a way of relaxation, fun sports and a kind of

spiritual exercise.

24.08. - 25.08.2021 - 9th National fair of authentic folklore

Venue: Topoli village, outdoor stage

27.08. - 03.09.2021 - 29th Love is folly - International Film Festival

Venue: Festival and Congress Center

The festival was established in 1993. The program is a competitive one and features

selected films produced the last two years dealing with the subject of love. It is

open every year on the last Friday of August.

01.09. - 03.09.2021 - 28th International Rhythmic Gymnastics Tournament for the

Prize of Queen Margarita

Venue: Palace of culture and sports



05.09.2021 - Longest Beach Dinner

Venue: Asapruhovo beach

For the seventh time the Longest beach dinner will gather citizens and guests of

Varna. The event will take place on the 5th of September from 6:30p.m.

Anyone can joined  - you only need to bring your own food and beverages.

14.09. - 17.09.2021 - 41st International May Choir Competition “Prof. Georgi

Dimitrov”, 4th National children and youth choirs festival

Venues: Varna Drama Theater and outdoor stages

In 1982 the competition was named after the prominent Bulgarian composer Georgi

Dimitrov - the founder of the contemporary Bulgarian choral school.

Since 1989 the International May Choir Competition has been a member of the

Organizing Committee of the Grand Prix Europe International Contest, held

consecutively in Arezzo (Italy), Debrecen (Hungary), Tour (France), Maribor

(Slovenia), Varna ) and Tolosa (Spain).

The six above mentioned choir competitions are among the most prestigious in

Europe and have gained recognition due to their long tradition, good organization

and high artistic level.


